The Communist Intervention as Hypothesis 
By Alain Badiou 


I. Introduction to anti-Imperialism through Mao Zedong, a response to the Trotskyist Shomit Sirohi 


The fundamental contradiction that exists in a capitalist mode of production grasped by Marx, Trotsky and Lenin, is that of the working 
class against capitalism as such. This contradiction was displaced in unique manners by Mao Zedong to the peasants, and working class 
alliance against imperialism, or qua anti-imperialism. The Sirohian thesis is that the original theory of Marx - working class, Trotsky and 
Lenin - tactics and strategic orientation of party with working class, and a distance of alliance with peasants, is then displaced, ripped out 
of its original contours and context, and placed by force as it were against the proletariat, substance that is only substanceless, or 
proletarianised into a subjective fortitude of the only leading class that from its standpoint grasps the whole of anti-imperialism and anti- 
capitalism, as a dialectic of spontaneity and consciousness. This forcing out of this proletariat oriented Marxism or Trotskyism or ML 
parties including the UCFML of France that I belong to, towards the peasants is Mao Zedong’s great invention. It is Mao’s fundamental 
invention because it makes no sense to make the weakest peasants lead as it were the most advanced section of the working class. This 
then is revised by the recent thesis of Sirohi, that the peasant is led by the working class and repetition, the pure quantitative repetition of 
death drive, drive, capitalism, even value as measured social labour and labour time, is finally led by even teachers, students and their 


collective education, towards the event, L’ Commune Shanghai. 


With this return to the thesis of working class politics, leading this time the poorest adivasi and peasant-dalit in India, there is the 
Trotskyist response to Mao’s theory, education will prove the Cultural Revolution in India, to be undertaken as a line of the party, that 


then organises its well read mind to guide the people. 
Il. UCFML and the dark days after Mai 68, Paris 


In the concentration of politics on the economy, basically factory struggles, and peasant simple repetition, alongside student politics and 
intellectual discipline of a few of us, Sylvain Lazrus and myself, Alain Badiou, comes a logique of revolution. We claimed that UCFML 
has to constitute Maoism in the following slogans to be read, discussed and implemented in some measure by Indian students and 


intellectuals from Hyderabad to Delhi. 


I. Maoism is the Marxism of our times. 
Il. Cultural Revolution is to our period, what Paris Commune was to their Lenin and Trotkyist period. 
Ill. Mass Democracy, Direct Class Confrontation. 


IV. Sous La Paves, La Plage - Under the paving stones, the beach. 


